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Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Youngsters Raise $9,000 for Kids Against Hunger 

By Amy Miller 
Journal Staff Writer
    Wearing hair nets and paper hats, students at Holy Ghost Catholic School scooped rice, dried soy and dried vegetables into plastic bags Monday that will travel the world to feed the starving.
    Students raised more than $9,000 to pay for the food, which was provided by Kids Against Hunger, an international food relief campaign, school officials said.
    They didn't hold bake sales or other typical fundraisers, teacher David Tichnell said.
    "We asked them to rethink how they spent their money," Tichnell. "We said, 'instead of buying that new CD, use that money to feed the hungry.' ''
    For months, students brought in plastic water bottles filled with their spare change and dollar bills, and they learned just how lucky they are along the way.
    Katie-Jane Widner, 14, said she donated money she received for making good grades after learning that every five seconds, a child dies of hunger.
    "It gives us pride and respect for our teachers and our community to be able to do this," Widner said.
    The hardest part was teaching younger students why the school was doing the project, said Ali Franklin, 14. But, eventually, they got the message, she said.
    "It's really shocking when you see little kids starving," Franklin said. "You realize some people don't have what's right in front of you."
    For more than a decade, service projects have been part of the curriculum at Holy Ghost, which is near San Mateo and Gibson.
    But this is the first year that all 200 students in grades K-8 worked together on the same project all year, principal Noreen Duffy Copeland said.
    Teachers and staff did more than just give kids facts, Copeland said. They tried to show them what it feels like to be hungry when others have plenty to eat.
    During one lunch period, they set up three tables. One overflowed with grilled chicken, vegetables and ice cream. Another had just rice and beans. Another had nothing.
    Students were assigned to one of the tables. And those sitting at the empty table quickly became angry, students said.
    "I was really scared," Widner said. "I didn't want to have to sit at the empty table."
