Explorers Winter 2000

Class Choices

Below is a complete listing of all classes, both professional and co-op, that are being offered first through fifth hour this semester (from 9:00a.m. through 2:30 p.m.) Those classes in italicized font indicate professional classes. For descriptions of the professional classes, please refer to the professional class description sheet. For co-op classes, no homework is assumed if class is self-contained; any homework requirements are listed. If you have any questions regarding these classes or how to sign-up, you may contact your team leader. Remember: you must sign up for professional classes by phone November 29, or in person at Explorers November 30 and December 7. 

FIRST HOUR


For Moms/Dads and teens (where applicable)

1. Creative Memories—8th Grade & up--including moms!  (or younger if with a parent)

See professional class description sheet for details.
2.
Childcare Providers for moms who are taking classes
Instructor: YOU!
See professional class description sheet for details.

3. Bible Study—contact Michelle Kazanjian for details (michelle@rc.net)

.

For Students (age/grade specified below)
1.
Brownies—1st through 3rd grade girls

Fee: $24.00

Call Becky Faraj (973-3173) or Wendy Cousino (487-4789) for additional information. No new students.

2. Arts & Crafts Multimedia: grades 1-2

See professional class description sheet for details.
3.
Ballet:  4 years old through 2nd grade
See professional class description sheet for details.

4.
Ballet & Repertoire Class: grades 4-6 (a mature 3rd grader w/ experience could join)

See professional class description sheet for details.

5. Exploring Music: grades 1-3

See professional class description sheet for details.

6. Gymbabies: 0-12 months old with a parent

See professional class description sheet for details.

7. Gymmusic: 18 months to 4 years old

See professional class description sheet for details.

8.
Japanese for Beginners: K5-3rd grade


See professional class description sheet for details.

9. Spanish for Beginners: grades 1 – 3
See professional class description sheet for details.

10.
Spanish Enrichment Class: grades 4-7


See professional class description sheet for details.

11.
Tae Kwon Do: 3rd grade and up (parents encouraged to join at no extra cost)

See professional class description sheet for details.

12.
Early American History: Native Americans through the Forty-Niners—7th grade and up
Teacher: Pat Coles 

Fee: None

This semester we will continue studying American History with The Teaching Company’s lively videos. No new students without permission of instructor. Some homework required. This class also offered third hour.
13. CPR—7th grade and up

Teacher: Sue Norton

Fee: $35.00


In Community First Aid and Safety students will learn Adult and Child CPR and First Aid. This is a Red Cross class taught by a certified instructor who is a registered nurse. The students will be certified when the course is completed. Fee includes book and Manikin rentals. This class also offered third hour.

14. Public Speaking Club: 7th grade and up

Teacher: Mariel Mooney

Fee: $5.00

Do you wish you could lose your fear of speaking in front of a group or build on the confidence you already have? The Youth Leadership program of Toastmasters International provides an enjoyable way (really) of learning how to plan, write and deliver a speech as well as opportunities to practice speaking out loud in front of your peers. There will be occasional guest speakers to inspire us. We will be a captive audience for you to share your ideas. This class can contribute to a high school speech requirement. Work at home: some preparation when it’s your turn to present a speech or perform a role at the meeting. Bring to class: notebook, pen, and an encouraging and light-hearted attitude. Maximum 12 students. This class also offered second hour.
SECOND HOUR

Kindergarten (choose 1) These are 45-minute classes, followed by a 15 minute snack and potty break.
1. Letterland

Teachers: Kathy Houle and Kim Kennedy

Fee: $5.00

This class will be a lively, creative introduction to letters and phonics. Aimed at reinforcing the work you’re doing at home, we’ll visit Letterland and learn about all the people who live there! We’ll make crafts, sing songs, listen to stories and even play games all based on the letters we’re learning about that week. The class is very loosely based on an actual phonics program called “Letterland.” Students will be making their own Letterland book to take home at the end of the course.

2. Animal Action

Teachers: Laura Stewart and Linda Westervelt

Fee: $3.00

As a class we will explore animal nature, sounds, instincts and habitats, using various literature, finger plays, music and creative movement.

3.
All About Me

Teacher: Sara Bos

Fee: $5.00
All about me is a fun science class designed to excite your child into learning more about the human body. Each week we have a variety of activities, including a simple experiment, to help us discover something about our bodies. The activities change throughout the semester, and include games, stories, crafts and songs. Your child will receive a take-home paper each time to help you talk about our class at home.

4. Children of the World

Teachers: Therese Jones and Jane Cornett

Fee: $8.00

Come help your child “meet” children from many different places around the world, learning about their cultures through stories, music, food and crafts. Our objective in this class will be to help alleviate fears children at this age naturally have toward those different to themselves. To this end, we will introduce them to children from countries their friends could be from: Africa, England, Philippines, China, Puerto Rico, India and others. We expect to have lots of fun! Please send dress-up things or any kind of paraphernalia to help them identify with the particular “child of the week” (purely optional, but quite fun for them!).

5. Story Adventures

Teachers: Sharon Fitzsimmons & Marcy Muczynski

Fee: $3.00

This class includes an exciting book each week. There will be multiple activities based on the book of the week. All of our senses will be used as we dive into each one and take an adventure!

(Second Hour choices continued on next page)

First and Second Grade (choose 1)

1. Drama

Teachers: Sandy Erickson and Laura Sutter

Fee: To be determined.

This class is geared toward those budding thespians, those who enjoy play-acting, and those who want to be part of a production. The first half of the term will be introduction to play acting, with fun games to help us “become” our new role. We will also cover lighting, stage direction, sound effects, props, and costumes. The second half of the term we will put these all together in a production of a short one-act play. The kids will be able to participate in the production of the play, with advertising, making programs, designing and creating costumes and props, and then being part of the play. Class fee will include covering a visit from Wild Swan Theatre and part of the play; we will probably rely on some donations of certain items for costumes.

2. Exploring Space

Teachers: Kevin and Cindy Hagelin

Fee: $10.00


(This is a re-offering of the same course taught first semester.)Children will learn about the solar system, constellations, and space exploration through discussion, books, and activities. The optional extension activities will include books to read, stars to view, and cyber space sites to explore. An ability to write numbers 1 to 10 as well as all the letters of the alphabet is required.

3. Water, Water Everywhere! Oceans!

Teachers: Karla Balduc and Val Kline

Fee: $4.00

(This is a re-offering of the same course taught first semester.) God must love oceans! Seventy percent of the earth’s surface is covered by them. Be a part of a team investigating these beautiful, mysterious bodies of water and the creatures that live in them. Homework will be contributing a picture/photo of a marine animal and a simple riddle describing it to add to our “virtual aquarium.”

4. Drawing for Beginners

Teachers: Karen Strode

Fee: $10.00

We will be doing realistic drawing from graphics and still life. We will be exploring the elements artists use to “see,” and learn how to use these elements to draw. I will try to dispel common negative attitudes toward drawing to allow the artist in each child freedom to express him/herself.
5. United States Geography

Teachers: Liz Glumb and Carol Thomas

Fee: To be determined

During this term students will “visit” each region of the United States, including territories. Students will accumulate information and activities into a travel log throughout the semester. Activities may include regional foods, artwork, plants, folklore and legends, customs, etc. Please notify teachers of any possible allergies. References used will be Kids Learn America by Patricia Gordon and Reeves Snow and A Beka U.S. Geography flashcards.

6.
Shakespeare (year-long class)

Teachers: Danielle Phelps and Becky Faraj

Fee: $5.00

See description in 3rd/4th grade section for specifics. Second graders only.

(Second Hour choices continued on next page)
Third and Fourth Grade (choose 1)
1. Gym

Teachers: Jane Hampton and Shari Kolin

Fee: None

In this class the students will learn fun and interesting games that promote teamwork, exercise, and cooperation. We will use a physical education curriculum specifically for 3rd/4th grade.
2. Shakespeare (year-long class)

Teachers: Danielle Phelps and Becky Faraj

Fee: $5.00

A class exposing children to Shakespearean literature through two of his works. We will be using books written in rhyming couplets especially for 2-4 grades. The first semester will focus on the background of Shakespeare and his literature while reading and studying Macbeth and Twelfth Night. The second semester will focus more on the dramatic aspect of the play, as a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream will be performed at the Extravaganza. This class is open to second graders. New students welcome.
3.
Guitar Lessons for Beginners (small group): 4th through 6th grades  

See professional class description sheet for details. 

Fifth and Sixth Grade (choose 1)
1.
Everyone is an Artist!
Teacher: Helen Campbell 

Fee: $15.00

Back by popular demand! (Actually I had so much fun teaching that I want to do it again!) Hidden in everyone is an artist. Here's your chance to be creative no matter who you are. Experience a different media each week. Learn more about relief, perspective, positive and negative space, and God's creation and having fun doing it. Rookies or veterans welcome. Some stuff is repeated some stuff is new. 
 

2.
Human Physiology

Teachers: Sok Yung and Mary Pickert

Fee: To be determined
This class will look at the human body from the inside. Plan on learning about how the body runs. The class description is still being "fleshed out" so to speak. Cost and full description will be forthcoming.

3.
Newspaper

Teachers: Rina Caldwell and Heather Ross

Fee: To be determined
Welcome to the world of journalism! In this class, you will work as reporters 
to create a newspaper complete with a news section, features, editorials, 
sports, reviews, comics and classifieds! Writing assignments will be 
accomplished in class and at home! The final product at the end of the 
semester will look like a real daily newspaper!

4.
Literature
Teacher: Susan Krueger

Fee: None

The students will read whole novels from different genres. Expect your child to read a whole novel each week and discuss it in class. There will be one week each month where the students can pick their own choice. The class is set up like a book club. Please make sure to have the book the week before it will be read for class.

6. Guitar Lessons for Beginners (small group): 4th through 6th grades  
See professional class description sheet for details.
7th Grade and Up (choose 1)

1. Pottery

Teacher: Cecilia Merigian

Fee: $35.00

In this class we will work with clay and become familiar with the whole process of creating ceramics from start to finish. We will learn the pinch pot, coil, and slab techniques of forming hand-built pieces. The fee for the class covers supplies and firing. Please bring a work shirt or apron. 

2. Public Speaking Club

Teacher: Kathy Diebel

Fee: $5.00
Do you wish you could lose your fear of speaking in front of a group or build on the confidence you already have? The Youth Leadership program of Toastmasters International provides an enjoyable way (really) of learning how to plan, write and deliver a speech as well as opportunities to practice speaking out loud in front of your peers. There will be occasional guest speakers to inspire us. We will be a captive audience for you to share your ideas. This class can contribute to a high school speech requirement. Work at home: some preparation when it’s your turn to present a speech or perform a role at the meeting. Bring to class: notebook, pen, and an encouraging and light-hearted attitude. Maximum 12 students. This class also offered first hour.
3. Introductory Logic

Teacher: Mr. Richard Hornick

Fee: $5.00 
This semester we will continue our study of Introductory Logic with Mr. Hornick. Some homework required. No new students. 
4.
Tae Kwon Do (parents encouraged to join at no extra cost)

Instructor: Don Anderson

Fee: $60.00

The Andersons will again teach this popular class.  The class is open to boys, girls, & parents.  Students can also attend one class every other week at Ann Arbor West Tae Kwon Do at no extra cost. Emphasis on self-discipline, self-defense, self-confidence, & good grades. No uniform required, but uniforms are offered at cost. Otherwise, wear loose fitting clothing. 

THIRD HOUR

Kindergarten (choose 2) Each child will choose two 30-minute classes. Each class will be offered two times during this hour. If choosing Tae Kwon Do, you will have no other choices this hour.
1. Music

Teachers: Cathi Horning and Valerie Gaskill

Fee: None
Using the Bob Jones Kindergarten Music program we will sing songs, play games and learn music basics in an active learning format.

2. KinderGym

Teachers: Shannon Hendricks and Wendy Cousino

Fee: None
Children will safely work off energy while practicing individual large motor skills including throwing, kicking and batting. They will also participate in cooperative games such as relays, parachute play, catching and tag.

3. Movement, Music and More!

Teacher: Viki Shayna and Carolyn Russell

Fee: None
Motion and music are part of our children’s lives. In this class we will explore how sounds and music make our bodies feel. We will learn about different instruments, move our bodies to their sounds, and maybe even make an instrument or two. We will play games to music, such as musical chairs and freeze dance. We will also learn simple dances. We will start with the hokey-pokey and move toward a simple square dance or contra dance. We will try a hat dance, scarf dance and some folk dancing. Who knows where the music will take us!

4. “Under Construction”

Teachers: Norma Polk and Leanne Wade

Fee: To be determined
This class has been designed to offer a less structured classroom for the end of the morning. This room will be “directed play” focusing on building toys, puzzles and putting things together. We’ll have a variety of construction toys and puzzles, plus some craft supplies just for creating.

5.
Tae Kwon Do (parents encouraged to join at no extra cost)

Instructor: Don Anderson

Fee: $60.00

The Andersons will again teach this popular class.  The class is open to boys, girls, & parents.  Students can also attend one class every other week at Ann Arbor West Tae Kwon Do at no extra cost. Emphasis on self-discipline, self-defense, self-confidence and good grades. No uniform required, but uniforms are offered at cost. Otherwise, wear loose fitting clothing. If a kindergartner selects this, it will be their only class for third hour. They will not make two selections.

(Third Hour choices continued on next page)

First and Second Grade (choose 1)
1. Around the World in 84 Days

Teachers: Shelley Rees and Deborah Copelin

Fee: $10.00

Come with us as we travel around the world during the next 84 days (12 weeks)! Each week we will explore a new country through colorful literature and a discussion of interesting cultural facts. The children will have the opportunity to experience some different elements of each culture through a variety of activities—crafts, games, music and food. Basic geography concepts will be introduced through use of maps. 

2. The Miracle of the Human Body: How the Body Works

Teachers: Michelle Brown and Julia Hardy

Fee: $5.00
(This is a re-offering of the same course taught first semester.)In this course, the major systems of the human body will be studied, i.e., muscular, skeletal, circulatory, nervous, respiratory, digestive, the five senses, skin and hair. We will explore all kinds of questions about the body and let the children discover the answers. Which are your strongest muscles? How much blood does your heart pump every minute? How do you see in color? How can you tell where sound comes from? Through hands-on experiments, the children will learn the answers to these questions and more. Prerequisites: fluent reading skills are highly recommended, but not required. 
3. Magic School Bus Science

Teachers: Betty Bihlmeyer and Judy McCammon

Fee: $10.00 for workbook and supplies
This is a very hands-on science class with lots of experiments and fun. Some topics covered will be: weather, habitats, beginning chemistry, the food chain, digestion, germs, deserts and forces. The children will be able to participate in experiments and take some projects home to monitor. Although there are activities to do at home they are not required as part of the class.

4. Literature-Based Cooking

Teachers: Nancy Ligeski and Dawn Blackburn

Fee: $5.00
In this class, the students will hear various fun books read to them, have time to discuss them and then make a food craft or snack related to that particular story. In this class, the student will learn math skills like simple fractions, measuring, and counting as they help prepare a recipe. They will learn science concepts as they discover physical and chemical changes that occur during cooking. They will learn to work together in a group and how to follow directions in sequential order. At the end of the course, they will receive a folder snack cookbook to keep. All new stories and projects will be presented. We welcome back students from last semester and can take new ones as well.

5. Beginning French (year-long class)

Teachers: Valerie Taccolini and Molly Pauzé

Fee: $12.00 per semester

This class is open to those 2nd graders who participated in French with us last year. See description in 3rd/4th grade section for specifics. No new students.
6.
Tae Kwon Do (parents encouraged to join at no extra cost)

Instructor: Don Anderson

Fee: $60.00

The Andersons will again teach this popular class.  The class is open to boys, girls, & parents.  Students can also attend one class every other week at Ann Arbor West Tae Kwon Do at no extra cost. Emphasis on self-discipline, self-defense, self-confidence, and good grades. No uniform required, but uniforms are offered at cost. Otherwise, wear loose fitting clothing.

(Third Hour choices continued on next page)
Third and Fourth Grade (choose 1)
1. Science: Animal Classification (year-long)

Teachers: Lisa Lynch and Kirsten Vieira

Fee: $5.00
A year-long class learning all animal classifications (vertebrate and invertebrate). We will assemble a divided notebook containing pictures and facts for each group. Notebooks and dividers provided.

2. Beginning French (year-long class)

Teachers: Valerie Taccolini and Molly Pauzé

Fee: $12.00 per semester for cost of text

This is for beginning French students—no previous knowledge assumed. We will be exploring French language and culture through the use of a text the students will purchase. We will also include a variety of activities, games, and songs and will introduce reading and writing in French. 

3. The Solar System

Teachers: Sheri Hull and Carole Gretz

Fee: $7.00
Come journey with us through our solar system. Make your own model solar system and much more with lots of hands-on activities. We’ll learn about the sun, Mars, Jupiter and all of the other planets.

4.
American Folk Music: 3rd through 6th grades
See professional class description sheet for details.


Fifth and Sixth Grade (choose 1)

1. Hand Sewing 

Teachers: Mary Anderson and Sok Yung

Fee: To be determined

The hand sewing class will continue with new projects. Some sample projects 
are making dolls with some clothes for them, cross-stitch, and quilting. This 
will be a fun, relaxed class, where you can talk and visit with friends as 
you sew. 
  

2. Planetary Science

Teacher: Anne Russell

Fee: None
This class will present both specific information about the planets of our 
solar system and fundamental concepts about orbiting, planetary composition, 
and geology. Student will explore the relative distances of planets from the 
sun, the Earth/Moon relationship, and phases of the moon. Topics covered will 
also include craters, lunar photography, and planetary cooling. The bulk of 
the curriculum will be from Science-By-Mail through the Museum of Science in 
Boston, MA. Supplemental materials will include videos, posters, and Weekly 
Reader instructional resources. Students will receive suggested web sites for 
further study. Homework will be minimal.

3. Government

Teachers: Patti Cousino and Sally Kresta

Fee: $10.00 

We will be exploring different types of governments: Monarchy, Theocracy, 
Democracy, Republic and Communist. We will look at our government as it is. 
The election process and what government should look like. 
(Third Hour choices continued on next page)
4. Happy Hour

Teacher: Helen Campbell

Fee: None
Games just before lunch—is it possible? Learn a new game every week. Action games, card games, board games, etc. With the first rule—having fun. 

5.
American Folk Music: 3rd through 6th grades
See professional class description sheet for details.

Seventh Grade and Up (choose 1)

1. CPR

Teacher: Sue Norton

Fee: $35.00

In Community First Aid and Safety students will learn Adult and Child CPR and First Aid. This is a Red Cross class taught by a certified instructor who is a registered nurse. The students will be certified when the course is completed. Fee includes book and Manikin rentals. This class also offered first hour.

2.
Repertoire Dance

Teacher: Colleen Schwartz

Fee: $5.00
Students taking this class will learn choreographed dance routines to several different styles of movement such as ballet, jazz, folk, and modern. Opportunity to perform these dances will be given at semester’s end. Please wear non-restrictive clothing and keep hair pulled back from face.

3.
Early American History: Native Americans through the Forty-Niners 

Teacher: Pat Coles 

Fee: None
See class description under first hour student descriptions for specifics. This class also offered first hour.

4. Biology: (Year-long class) 


See professional class description sheet for details.

LUNCH BREAK (12:00-12:30)

FOURTH HOUR (12:30-1:30) (All afternoon classes are open to 6th graders and up)
1. Musical Theatre

See professional class description sheet for details.

2.
Fencing 
See professional class description sheet for details.

FIFTH HOUR (1:30-2:30) (All afternoon classes are open to 6th graders and up.)
1. 
Drama


See professional class description sheet for details.

2. Fencing

See professional class description sheet for details.

3.
Horizons Singers: a vocal ensemble 


See professional class description sheet for details.
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