
Announcement comes 
after oil aid arrives
From The Associated Press

 PYONGYANG, NORTH KOREA 
– North Korea told the United 
States it shut down its nuclear 
reactor, the State Department 
said Saturday, hours after a ship 
cruised into port loaded with oil 
promised in return for the coun-
try’s pledge to disarm.

If confirmed by a U.N. inspec-
tion team headed to the Yongbyon 
reactor, the shutdown would be 
the North’s first step in nearly five 
years toward de-nuclearization.

“We welcome this development 
and look forward to the verifica-
tion and monitoring of this shut-
down by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency team,” State De-
partment spokesman Sean Mc-
Cormack said in a statement.

After tortuous negotiations and 
delays – during which the North 

argued its nuclear program was 
needed for self-defense – the re-
clusive regime said earlier this 
month that once it received the oil 
shipment, it would consider halt-
ing its reactor.

The 10-member IAEA team ar-
rived in the North Korean capital 
Saturday afternoon. Team chief 
Adel Tolba said the inspectors 
would stay in North Korea as long 
as needed to complete their work 
at the Yongbyon plutonium-pro-
ducing reactor, located about 60 

miles northeast of Pyongyang.
“We are going directly to the 

nuclear site at Yongbyon,” Tolba 
told broadcaster APTN outside 
the airport.

Footage showed dozens of card-
board boxes being loaded onto 
the back of two trucks. It was not 
immediately clear what they con-
tained but Tolba earlier said he 
and his colleagues were bringing 
2,200 pounds of equipment for use 
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Milton Finkbeiner, age 92, and his brother 
Orville, a month shy of 90, sit side-by-side 
in their wheelchairs in the shade of a huge 
pavilion of granite that towers four stories 
above them.

They are among a group of 60 military 
veterans from southeast Michigan who 
have come to Washington to see the monu-
ment to their war – the national World War 
II Memorial.

That the two brothers made it to this 
place at this age – together – is a remark-
able tale of endurance and survival, good 
luck and good genes. But it is just one 
among a thousand compelling stories that 
are carried to the memorial by the crowd of 
aging veterans who dutifully shuffle among 
the white columns, bronze plaques and gold 
stars on this oval plaza.

Each Finkbeiner brother was called 
off the family farm run by their widowed 
mother near Saline. Milton headed to the 
swamps of Louisiana in 1941 for Army train-
ing, then passed through Australia on his 
way to the jungles of New Guinea, where 
he was a battlefield medic. The fighting at 
Buna was intense. Weapons, ammunition 
and food were in short supply, but malaria 
and the other tropical diseases were plenti-
ful. By the time he and the other survivors 
walked out of the jungle, they were what he 
calls “a bunch of skinny boys.”

Orville had stalled the Saline draft board 
twice, given that his older brother had al-
ready gone to war and his mother needed 
help running the farm. But it was 1943 and 
the war needs were enormous. The draft 

board finally told Clara Finkbeiner, “Sell 
your farm – your other son has to go into 
the Army.” She did, but he didn’t, choosing 
the Air Force instead. Orville wound his 
way through Florida, Texas, North Caro-
lina, Kentucky, Georgia, New York and Ne-
vada while learning to fly and train pilots 
of gliders, the riskiest flying machines in 
the Air Force. He was sent to Enewetak in 
the South Pacific, then the Philippines as 

Journey to
a monument

Local volunteers, donors help aging veterans fly 
to Washington to see national World War II Memorial
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World War II veteran Bill Baumgartner of 
Canton takes a picture at the memorial.

LYNN MONSON, THE ANN ARBOR NEWS

Veterans William Northrupt of Saline, left, and Pete Sisoy of Detroit pose for a photo taken by Northrupt’s son, Dan, shortly after arriving at 
the national World War II Memorial.  The two had not met before the flight to Washington and became fast friends during the day.

LEISA THOMPSON, THE ANN ARBOR NEWS

Chelsea resident William Pierce, 84, a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, Korea and Vietnam, 
thanks Faye Wiseley, originator of the local Pride and Honor Flight program.
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