
	

	Celebrations
Contact: Jan Locke-781-329-9287 or flyrod61@msn.com
The Celebrations Group brings parish members together in a social setting. We plan 
events – where the only requirement is to have fun, enjoy each other’s company and, 
by doing so, deepen our bond as members of a very special parish family. Our largest 
celebration is the annual Mardi Gras party. We enjoy good food, music and dancing. 
Other activities have included an afternoon of board games and appetizers, excursions 
to LaSalette Shrine, Newport mansion tours and a family picnic.
Church Flowers & Decorations

Contact: Jan Locke-781-329-9287 or flyrod61@msn.com
             Juana Pujols-Bencosme-617-427-4580 or juanata67@hotmail.com
Parishioners work together, sharing ideas and cultural traditions to make the church more 
beautiful for liturgies.  

Church Landscaping & Grounds keeping

Contact: Melissa Behrle-510-926-9848 or melissa.behrle@gmail.com
                Karen Hinchen-617-327-2292 or dkhinchen@msn.com
                Ann Anderson-617-510-6708 or annpetera@comcast.net
Parishioners work together to beautify and maintain the grounds of the parish house and 
church. In the spring flowers and shrubs are planted and winter debris is picked up, in the 
summer the lawn is mowed, bushes are trimmed, and flowers are weeded and watered, in 
the fall leaves are raked, and in the winter snow is shoveled. 

Equipo Latino Ignaciano (ELI) 
Contact Maria Chavez-617-391-7218 or hairskin42@comcast.net
Spanish speaking parishioners who seek to live the Ignatian ideals of finding God in everything 
and everyone, listening to God’s will and the needs of the local community and broader world 
with an open heart by following St. Ignatius’ guide for discernment and opting for the presence 
of Christ in our midst. These ideals are lived out in the service this group does throughout 
the parish; through visiting the sick and homebound, planning baptismal preparation, teaching in 
religious education, serving in liturgies, and any 
other needs called upon them. 

** Meets weekly Tuesdays at 6:30pm

Food Pantry 
Contact: Barbara Wilson-617-442-0200
Every Wednesday at St. Mary’s providing wholesome and nutritious food from the Greater Boston 

Food Bank
 and parishioner donations to both parishioners and residents of the surrounding neighborhood who are in need. Each week approximately 25-40 families are served.

**Every Wednesday bet. 5pm-6pm (food pick up at 8am & bagging beginning at 2pm)

Formacion Cristiana 
Contact: Aurea Pinto-617-320-2771 or AMPINTO@partners.org
Spanish speaking parishioners who gather weekly to pray, live out our parish mission statement,,

to learn from one another and to assist members of the parish and the community, specifically

parents and families, in times of grief through prayer and support. 

** Meets weekly Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Liturgy
Contact: Ann Grady-617-265-6603 or agrady2@verizon.net
St. Mary of the Angels parishioners strive to live our faith in joyful worship.  Masses are in Spanish

and in English, and for major feasts we join together for a bilingual Mass.  Liturgies are planned and carried out by a dedicated team of musicians, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, altar servers, greeters, 
and artists who work with our staff and visiting celebrants to create the joyful worship that means so much to all of us.

Ministry to the Sick/ Homebound Ministry

Contact: Sr. Virginia Mulhern-617-445-1524 x. 4 or vir_mul@msn.com
                Gladys Jimenez-617-350-0403 or gldys_jmnz@yahoo.com
Parishioners offer outreach ministry to our sisters and brothers who are not able to come for 
Mass and be part of the active life at SMA. As they struggle with sickness and aging related 
limitations, they need our presence, prayers, love and support now in their lives as well as bringing

them the Eucharist (Holy Communion) or addressing other sacramental needs, such as anointing 
of the sick. 

Music
Contact:  9:00am English Choir:  John Rood 617-823-9921 boston.rood@gmail.com
11:00 am Spanish Choir: Juana Pujols-Bencosme 617-427-4580 juanata67@hotmail.com
The 9:00am English and 11:00am Spanish liturgies each blend traditional and contemporary styles 
of liturgical music;  Gospel music is especially celebrated at the 9:00 am liturgy, and a rich variety 
of songs from many Spanish-speaking countries are sung at the11:00.  The two choirs often join 
together to make wonderfully multi-cultural music for our special bilingual feasts.

**Rehearsals:  English:  Tuesdays at 7:30pm      Spanish:  Thursdays at 7:00pm

Neighborhood/Community Outreach Cluster
Contact: Joyce Harvey-617-436-0054 or panther49431@msn.com
The Neighborhood/Community working group seeks to live our faith through the promotion 
of justice in our neighborhood, our church and the broader world.  Some of the ways 
parishioners are invited to put this into action include: 
Summer Neighborhood Walks/Summer Peace Vigils – several evenings a month, groups 
of parishioners have either walked around the neighborhoods around St. Mary of the Angels, 
talking with neighbors and lending a sense of community to an area often beset by fear and 
despair or stood as visible silent witnesses for peace in front of the parish house on the corner 
of Walnut & Columbus with banners and distributing handouts to passing cars and pedestrians.
Workshops and Speakers – on issues such as economic disparities, energy conservation, 
global health and struggles close to home or as far away as Uganda. 
Environmental Awareness – including an energy audit of our church.
Parish Yellow Pages – a directory of parishioners with demographical data and areas of skill 
and interest, serving as a resource for parishioners.
Outreach – includes such things as peace vigils and participation in Masses in a local church 
celebrating African American heritage. 

Website- www.stmaryoftheangelsroxbury.org developed, updated, maintained by volunteers 

Gifts of Warmth-annual holiday service project where parishioners donate new or gently used 
hats, scarves, gloves, socks, pajamas, sweaters, etc. and small groups of parishioners offer up these 
items to the patients at the Shattuck Hospital as gifts for the Christmas season.

Walk for Hunger-parishioners participate in the annual walk through Boston and beyond to 
raise money for Project Bread and the Boston Food Bank. 

Fair Trade Products- seasonal sales of coffee, tea, cocoa, nuts, cranberries and chocolate bars 
after the Masses. Sale of these products benefits small farmers in countries such as the DR, 
Mexico, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Tanzania and Colombia and a portion of the purchases goes to 
support parish activities.
**Next Meeting Tuesday, March 9th at 7pm
Parish Finance Council (PFC) & Fundraising/Development
Contact: Raul Silva-617-795-2131 or marleytdog@comcast.net
The role of the Parish Finance Council, working closely with the staff, is to plan and to set 
policy which helps to guide the financial life of the Parish. A foundation of this stewardship is 
transparency in all financial dealings.  Specific responsibilities include the development of the 
annual budget, planning fund raising events, and keeping the parishioners informed about the 
financial life of the Parish. St. Mary’s has had generous supporters through the years, both 
parishioners and friends. With this assistance, despite being a small and relatively poor parish, 
St. Mary’s has not needed any support from the Archdiocese in more than 20 years.  
Bazaar-Annual parish and community event on the lawn of the parish house selling used 
treasures, raffle, fair trade good, and activities for the children all with great DJ music and 
delicious BBQ and baked goods.

Raffle-At least one, if not two, fundraising raffles with both cash prizes and an array of gifts, 
sports tickets and other goodies that will help sell chances.

Concert-Fall Jazz concert in the church highlighting the talents of 9am choir accompanist, 
Carmen Spada and his Sextet and local performer Curtis Henderson, all who performed 
for free while CD’s and ticket sales raised needed funds for the parish.
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Contact: Alvin Shiggs-617-522-9365 or ashiggs@comcast.net
                Maria Chavez-617-391-7218 or hairskin42@comcast.net
St. Mary of the Angels has vibrant lay leadership supporting all areas of parish life.  This work is coordinated through the Parish Pastoral Council, comprised of 14 members, 9 selected at-large, 
and one from each of the parish’s 5 working groups or Clusters (Liturgy, Spirituality, 
Neighborhood, Celebrations, and Finance). The pastor is also a member and the staff attend 
the meetings. The Council meets monthly for planning and review of activities.  Subcommittees 
meet regularly for specific work.  The council’s primary role is to advise and counsel the pastor 
and staff regarding issues related to running the parish on a day-to-day basis and to help shape 
the future direction of the parish.

** Next Meeting Tuesday, February 16th at 6:30pm
Religious Education
Contact: Ana Rodriguez-617-445-1524 x.6 or faithsma@yahoo.com
                Sr. Virginia Mulhern-617-445-1524 x. 4 or vir_mul@msn.com
Instructing and supporting our children and youth in their relationship to Jesus and his teachings 
is one of our highest priorities. We support families as the first teachers of their children and 
welcome their involvement as their children participate in liturgies and religious education classes. 

K-8 Religious Education- Religious education classes for grades K-8 meet Sundays at 10:00 AM, September through June, in the parish house. Our catechists (teachers) are key in supporting this program and give their love and time and share their faith with the children they teach. Catechists prepare for their roles by taking classes and going on retreats to learn more about teaching 
religious education to today’s children in the Church.

PGC/TAT/CAP- Both parents and children, from pre-school through grade 8, are instructed 
in the Archdiocesan Program of Child Safety, which include the programs “Protecting God’s 
Children” (PGC), “Talk About Touching” (TAT) and “Child Abuse Prevention” education and 
advocacy programs taught by trained volunteers from our parish.
Sacramental Preparation & Adult Faith Formation

Contact: Sr. Virginia Mulhern-617-445-1524 x. 4 or vir_mul@msn.com
                Ana Rodriguez-617-445-1524 x.6 or faithsma@yahoo.com
                Gladys Guzman-617-412-1919 or GGUZMAN@partners.org
                Wilson Villamar-617-378-1616 or wilsonvillamar@hotmail.com
Preparation for Baptism and Holy Matrimony is arranged through consultation with the staff.

Preparation for First Communion and First Penance generally takes two years and is offered in conjunction with the weekly religious education program.
Preparation for Confirmation takes two years usually. It prepares students for more fully 
participating in the Christian life of our parish community and is offered in conjunction with 
the religious education program.

RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation for adults wishing to become new members in the Catholic 
Church is arranged through consultation with the staff.
Saturday Cleaners

**Every Saturday Morning ranging from 9am-12pm

Contact: Janice Chinn-857-417-8022

               Melissa Behrle-510-926-9848 or melissa.behrle@gmail.com
Parishioners keep the church and parish house clean so the parish saves a lot of money by not 
having to hire a cleaning service because of the generosity of time and energy our parish-cleaning volunteers give. A different group of volunteers cleans each week, so each group only cleans 
once a month, usually on Saturday mornings anytime between 9am-12pm. 

Spirituality
Contact: Wilson Villamar-617-378-1616 or wilsonvillamar@hotmail.com
St. Mary of the Angels has the good fortune to have teams of parishioners, with the support of 
the Jesuits, to plan and implement activities that foster and support spiritual development. The 
activities include:

Adult Retreats (bilingual in English and Spanish) planned and implemented by parishioners 
are held two weekends a year.  Through prayer, discussion and activities we delve into a theme 
that is suggested by the liturgical season.  Participation in a retreat is a good way to grow 
spiritually while experiencing the support and friendship of other parishioners. 

Evenings of Reflection (bilingual) based on the gospel are held weekly during Advent and Lent.
Thanksgiving Meals & Christmas Gifts Letters

Contact: Janice Chinn-857-417-8022

                Jen Roy-617-445-1524 x. 3 or jenroysma@gmail.com
This Thanksgiving, due to the generosity of our “sister” parish, St. Ignatius in Chestnut Hill, 30 Thanksgiving meals, including turkeys, to needy parish families (in addition to the over 100 meals 
we served in the Food Pantry program). At Christmas, due to the incredible generosity of our
 “sister” parishes, Saint Edward in Medfield, and Saint Mary in Holliston, we were able to distribute approximately and fill Christmas gift list requests of approximately 125 needy parish and 
neighborhood families. Parishioners spent over a week sorting the approximately 80 bags of 
donated gifts from Saint Edward and Saint Mary to compile gift bags for each family who submitted 
a letter in need and to contact these families for gift pick up at the parish house before Christmas 
Eve.
Young Adult Group  
Contact: Matt Davis-617-308-2377 or mattgeorgedavis@yahoo.com
For young adults between 22-40 yrs. at both the 9am and 11am masses. Come together to build community within St. Mary's and the larger world, to grow in faith and put our faith into action, 
have fun, have deep conversations, to live out St. Mary's mission statement, and to give back to 
St. Mary's community. Activities include: faith sharing/scripture study, social activities, social justice 
events, involvement with youth of parish, Lenten/Advent reflection groups, organizing/

attending talks on matters of faith (Pizza and a Pint), potlucks, soup suppers.
**Sign up TODAY for a small faith group beginning Tuesday, February 16th at 7:30pm


