





LIFE THOUGHT - “I have heard the cry of

my people who are being oppressed...
g@// Therefore I have come down to rescue them.”
g Lifs So God speaks to Moses in today's first

reading. We are oppressed by sin and death,
and are rescued through the waters of baptism.

Yet the rescued must also rescue. The saved must also
save. We cannot turn to God for mercy and be deaf to the
cries of others for mercy. We are not to simply to look at
God and thank him for rescuing us. We are, rather, to let our
gratitude become service, directed at rescuing others.

God's name, as revealed to Moses, is “I AM.” It means,
“I am here FOR YOU, to rescue and save you.” In our day,
these reflections show us our obligation to rescue the most
vulnerable human beings of all, oppressed by abortion and
euthanasia.

LIFE NEWS: The 40 Days for Life Campaign will be
held Feb. 17 - March 28th. Pray for the end of abortion in
front of Planned Parenthood, 4th & Franklin Sts., Reading,
daily from 7 AM to 6 PM. Our parish day is Fri., March 19.
The Rosary is prayed at 9:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
For additional information, call Pro-Life Berks, 610-375-
3395.

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE LENTEN
ACTIVITIES:
March 7, Sunday, PREP Students Confessions
9:15AM
March 9, Tuesday, 5:30PM Adoration /
Reconciliation, 7PM Mass, 7:30PM Spirituality
Series: Passion of the Christ (Pt 3)
March 10, Wednesday, Adult Education / RCIA, 7PM
March 11, Thursday, Community Lenten Series, First UCC,
7PM, "Dice and Robe"
March 12, Friday, 9AM Mass; 6:30 Adoration; 7 Divine
Mercy; 7:30 Stations & Benediction; 4 - 7PM, Holy Name
Society Fish Fry, Ave Maria Social Hall
NEXT WEEK'S SCHEDULE LENTEN ACTIVITIES:
March 16, Tuesday, 4:50PM Complete viewing of "The
Passion of the Christ," with Adoration / Reconciliation, 7PM
Mass
March 17, Wednesday, Adult Education / RCIA, 7PM
March 18, Thursday, Community Lenten Series, St. Mary,
7PM, "Hammer and Nails"
March 19, Friday, 9AM Mass; 6:30 Adoration; 7 Divine
Mercy; 7:30 Stations & Benediction
March 21, Sunday, PREP Living Stations & Lent program;
Parish Mission begins 7PM

HEALTH TEAM HIGHLIGHTS: Like

conventional drugs, herbs and supplements may

cause side effects and interact with other

therapies. In order to be more informed and make
safer therapeutic decisions, always discuss first with your
family doctor. --Natural Standard

BVM PILGRIM STATUE: Mar 6-13: OPEN Mar 13-20: M
Lubak; Mar 20-27: P&J Bodock. Please call the next host
family on the schedule as a courtesy reminder.

YOUTH CHOIR FOR EASTER began practices last
Sunday, & will continue practicing on Sundays at 12noon,
after the 10:45AM Mass. All youth who are able to read are
welcome to join us. Pizza lunch will be provided! The
youth choir will sing at the Easter Sunday 10:45AM Mass.

PARISH MISSION is scheduled for March 21-
25. Rev. Donald Miniscalco makes his pre-
mission visit and preaches at all Masses this
weekend. We welcome Fr. Don with his return to
our parish after preaching our last mission in

PARISH MISSION

2004.

LIFE IS UNPREDICTABLE—GIVE BLOOD: Tom
Schaeffer’s RV, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville was asked by
Miller-Keystone Blood Center to do a community service on
Tuesday, March 16, from 2-6PM. All interested donors
should contact Mary at 610-562-3071 to schedule an
appointment. We appreciate your help in the Gift of Life!

ALTAR SERVERS: Schedules for Stations of the Cross
have been mailed out. Thanks to EVERYONE who
volunteered.

LIVING STATIONS: Practice for the Living Stations will
begin soon.  Parish youth, particularly confirmation
students, are invited to participate in this yearly event.
Practice dates and times are scheduled for Sunday, March 7
at 6:00 PM, and Saturday, March 13 at 6:00PM (after
4:30PM Mass). Pizza will be provided for the March 13
practice.  Confirmation students—service hours earned!
Questions, see Mary Alice Kuhns, or call 610-562-7663.

BERKS COUNTY HOLY NAME SOCIETIES ANNUAL
BREAKFAST: This year's breakfast is scheduled Sunday,
March 14 at 9AM at the Crowne Plaza Reading Hotel,
Wyomissing. The guest speaker is Dr. Lex O. McMillan 111,
President of Albright College. Tickets are $11. Please
contact Fred Herman, 610-562-7657 to register by Feb. 28.

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERIES, sponsored
by the Northern Berks Ministerium, "Were You
There: Encounter the Tools of the Passion.” Each
week's reflection centers on one of the tools of
the Lord's passion and suffering: crown of thorns,
hammer and nails, lance, cord of scourging, and the cross.
This week's service is Thursday, March 11, 7PM, at First
UCC, Hamburg. Your attendance is encouraged. The
offerings taken at these services help with the ministerium's
outreach fund.

Bads

HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL: The Home &
School Association would like to invite you to their 7%
Annual Basket Bingo on Sun., March 21. Doors open at
1PM & the first game begins at 2PM. Tickets are $20 in
advance & $25 at the door. Your ticket includes a hot dog,
chips, & soda. For tickets, call the school office at 610-929-
4124,



PREP CALENDAR:

REMEMBER:  For all weather-related

closings, please call the PREP Office at 610-
. 562-7657, ext. 1, and listen to the outgoing

message!

CEREAL COLLECTION: Don’t forget, there is a

CEREAL CONTEST going on in PREP!  Thanks to

everyone who has been supporting this collection. All

cereal is donated to the Northern Berks Food Bank to help

our neighbors in need.

ADULT SPIRITUALITY SERIES, Tuesday,
March 9, 7:30PM (following 7PM Mass): This
series will include discussion and excerpts of the
» movie "The Passion of the Christ." An additional
session on March 16 will include a complete showing of the
film. Catechists can attend these sessions, along with the
Mission sessions, for credit for certification. All are
welcome.

MARY'S SHELTER/MARY'S HOME of Reading will
hold its 15th Annual Family Bowl-a-Thon on Sunday,
March 21 at Berks Lanes, Sinking Spring. Two sessions:
12:30 - 2:30PM and 3 - 5PM. Individuals or groups are
asked to set a donation goal supported by sponsors. For
further info. call 610-603-8010 or visit
www.marysshelter.org.

Religious

Education

FOR FUN: An exasperated mother, whose son was always
getting into mischief, finally asked him, "How do you
expect to get into Heaven?" The boy thought it over and
said, "Well, T'll run in and out and in and out and keep
slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake,
Dylan, come in or stay out!"

DIOCESAN RECONCILIATION INITIATIVE:
"Encountering the Merciful Savior." Our parish time is
Tuesday at 5:30PM, with Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament (chapel) and Reconciliation (pastor's office), and
Mass at 7 PM. Our parish adult spirituality series follows
Mass.

VOCATIONS PRAYERS: The Serra Club of Reading
invites all to participate in prayers for vocations before the
Blessed Sacrament in the chapel of Holy Guardian Angels
Church, Kutztown Road, from 8PM Friday, March 12,
through the night, until 8AM Saturday, March 13. The Serra
Club is group of laypersons dedicated to promoting
vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

EVENING OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS with
Bishop Barres, Sunday, March 14, 6:30 - 8:30PM,
sponsored by the Cathedral youth group at the Cathedral of
St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown. Youth and their families
are invited to this gathering which will include reflections
on priestly and religious vocations. Refreshments will
follow the service. For more information contact Fr. Allen
Hoffa at 610-433-6461 or frhoffa09@hotmail.com.

Thanks to the following bulletin sponsor:

COVENANT HOME CARE
1-800-300-3007—www.covenanthc.org

YOUNG ADULTS (20s and 30s): You are invited to a
diocesan initiative of discussion to share and respond
creatively to your needs in today's culture and Church. The
session includes discussion and dinner, at St. Benedict
Church, Mohnton (Plowville), Sunday, March 14, 5-
6:30PM. To register, e-mail
MHartigan@allentowndiocese.org or call 610-289-2900 (x
226). Sponsored by the Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

POLISH-AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIPS are available
through the Polish American Board of Education of Berks
County. Over $25,000 in scholarships is awarded to Berks
County high school graduating seniors of Polish American
descent. Information is available at school guidance offices,
or downloaded from www.pabe-berks.org, or by contacting
Ronald Savitski at 610-693-9792. Applications are due by
March 20, 2010.

IRISH PARTY sponsored by the Ancient Order of
Hibernians will be held on Saturday, March 13 at St.
Ignatius Loyola Parish Hall, Sinking Spring. Proceeds
benefit the Hibernian Hunger Project and the Scholarship
Fund. Entertainment by Celtic Spirit. Advance tickets
required $15; no tickets at the door. Food available for
purchase. Contact Jim Scott for tickets or info at 610-779-
0744.

CHOPIN DISPLAY: The Polish American Cultural Center
is observing Chopin's 200th birthday. Throughout February
and March, the Cultural Center in Room 509 at the Goggle
Works in Reading will highlight his life with pictures and
artifacts. Visit the display any Saturday or Sunday from
11AM to 4PM.

THE DIOCESAN HOLY NAME SOCIETIES ANNUAL
DAY OF RECOLLECTION will be Sunday, March 21, St.
John the Baptist Church, Whitehall, 1:30 - 4PM. The day
includes prayer, confession, and Eucharistic adoration. All
Holy Name members and families are welcome. For a “no
cost” reservation by March 14, or more information or
directions contact Ed Olearczyk Sr. (484) 851-3287.

PRAY FOR DECEASED PRIESTS: Mar 7: Rev. Cyril
Birmelin (1964), Rev. Joseph Basovsky (1992); Mar 8: Rev.
Joseph Mizak (1968); Mar 10: REV. ROBERT
DOUGHERTY (1992 - pastor here from 1975-1985); Mar
12: Msgr. John Baruch (1995)

FAMILY SEDER MEAL, PALM SUNDAY, March 28,
12:15PM, Ave Maria Hall. This Christianized reenactment
of the Jewish Seder includes prayers, explanations, the
tasting of symbolic food. RSVPs due by March 21 in order
to know the number for preparations. A menu wish list will
be posted on lobby kiosk for participants to supply a covered
dish. An offering will be taken to benefit Rice Bowl.

< KKK —— KKK —— KKK —XK
Please clip & return RSVP by SUNDAY, MARCH 21
Name:

Phone:

Number coming:

PLEASE sign up on Covered Dish List, as well, or call the Parish
Office at 610-562-7657 or email at stmaryhamburg@aol.com




4 ]. 8. Paluch Co., Ine

The Holy Name Society will hold a
Lenten FISH FRY Dinner
on
Friday, March 12 from 4 - 7 PM.
in our own Ave Maria Hall

Adult Dinner - $8.00

(includes tilapia filet; choice of french fries, macaroni & cheese,
or haluski; stewed tomatoes; pepper cabbage; & beverage)

Child Dinner - $5.00
(Children ages 6-12)
No charge for children 5 & younger

Macaroni & Cheese or Haluski Dinners Available, Too
Adult - $5.00 Child - $4.00

Adult & Youth Volunteers Needed
to help prepare for, work during, & clean up afterwards!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAST
AND CONTINUING SUPPORT!!




