


LIFE THOUGHT - There was no room for them at

the Inn. This should make us wonder, because the

birth of Christ was foreseen and planned by God

from all eternity. Hundreds of years before it hap-

pened, the prophets announced He would be born
of a virgin in Bethlehem. Many other details of His life and
death were also foretold. How, then, could God have for-
gotten to make room for His only Son?

The fact that there was no room at the Inn demonstrates
that the Child came to reconcile a world that is at enmity
with God and has rejected Him. The lack of room at the Inn
symbolizes the lack of room we make for Him in our
hearts. Today He does not seek an Inn; He seeks room in
our hearts and lives. We are to make room for all He loves,
especially the most unwanted, marginalized, burdensome,
or inconvenient. If we welcome Jesus, we are to welcome
every baby and welcome His teaching that every life is sa-
cred.

The Lord seeks your welcome of Him and all others,
especially those not wanted. Is there room in your heart?

LIFE AD: The Berks Deanery is planning its annual Life Ad
to be published in the Reading Eagle on January 22, 2012.
Sponsors are asked to contribute $6 for individuals or $12
for couples or families (or more if your means allow). Your
name will be displayed in the ad under our parish name.
Proceeds from the ad support Mary's Shelter and Mary's
Home, a pro-life alternative for pregnant women in need of
housing and care. The deadline for sign-up is January 9,
2012. To participate forward your donation (payable to St.
Mary Church) to the parish office via the mail or collection,
along with your name clearly printed as it is to appear in
the ad.

2012 PARISH CALENDARS are now available. Thanks to the
Burkey and Driscoll Funeral Home for sponsoring the cal-
endars.

BVM PILGRIM STATUE: Dec 24-31: S Walley; Dec 31-Jan
7: A&J Barter; Jan 7-14: C Bewley. Please call the next
host family on the schedule as a courtesy reminder.

PRAY FOR DECEASED PRIESTS: Dec 27: Rev. Michael Sver-
chek (1997)

HEALTH TEAM HIGHLIGHTS: Start off the new

year right with exercise! Our Healthy Steps in

Motion Exercise Class meets every Monday and

Thursday in the Ave Maria Hall, at 9:30 AM.
Class will not be held this coming week due to the Christ-
mas holiday season, but classes begin again on Thursday,
January 5, 2012!

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
—John 1:5

ALTAR SERVERS: Servers for 4:30 Mass are in

short supply. We are now scheduling only 2

servers per Mass at 4:30, but would like to con-

tinue with 3. If anyone would like to switch to

4:30 Mass, or is able to volunteer for one or

more weekends per schedule for 4:30 Mass,
please call the office.

DVD PLAYERS/VCR’S: We are currently looking for gen-
tly used VCR’s and DVD players for each of the class-
rooms in the Education Center. Anyone willing to donate
this equipment, please call the parish office. Thanks!

PARISH COUNCIL, WOMEN'S GUILD, HOLY NAME SOCI-
ETY, PREP TEACHERS and CHOIR members are invited
for a joint Christmas Celebration on Tuesday, December
27th. (This gathering will be held in lieu of the organiza-
tions' December meetings.) Mass will be offered at 6:00;
Parish Council business meeting at 6:30PM; Social with
refreshments 7:00PM. The organizations can then gather
for a business meeting, if need be. Anyone wishing to
attend from any of these groups is asked to RSVP ASAP
(call or email the parish office).

SCHEDULE CHANGE: Beginning January 1st, the time for
Monday devotions and Tuesday Mass will move from
7PM to 6:30PM. This earlier start will doubly allow for
an earlier start to Monday Bible Study and the ever-so-
popular Tuesday evening meeting time.

CHANGE THIS WEEK: Please note that Tuesday's Mass
will be offered at 6PM this week to accommodate the
Christmas gathering of the parish organizations.

FOR FUN: At a monastery deep in the coun-
try, the monks observed a strict vow of si-
lence. The vow was relaxed each Christmas
when one monk could utter just one sen-
tence. One year, one of the monks used his
opportunity to speak by saying, "I so thor-
oughly enjoy this Christmas meal of creamy
mashed potatoes and delicious meat roast." The next
year, another monk said, "I think the mashed potatoes are
lumpy and disgusting." The following year, a third monk
said, "I am tired of all this constant arguing among us."

Dear Lord, thank you
for sending Your pre-
cious Lamb to take
away our sin. Help us
to remember as we cele-
brate His birthday, that
He was the greatest gift
of all. In Jesus’ Name

we pray. + Amen.



PREP: MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY
NEW YEAR to all of our PREP children and
their families! There will be NO PREP for

s the Christmas holiday on December 25 or
Jan. 1! Classes will resume on Sunday, Jan. 8. Progress
Reports will be issued on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012.

REBATE PROGRAM: Some computer savvy parishioners
have been providing the parish with the benefit of a
rebate program. GoodSearch.com provides money to our
parish when you search the web and shop online and
designate the parish as the beneficiary of their service. It
costs you nothing additional. Here is how it works:

-Shop through GoodShop.com where you can find the
most up-to-date coupons and deals at over 2,400 popular
online retailers and have a percent of every purchase
return to the parish!

-Use Yahoo! powered GoodSearch so that every time
you search the web a penny goes to your cause!

-Adding the GoodToolbar is a great way to ensure that
every purchase and web search you make will count as a
donation to your cause.

Thanks to those who designate the parish to receive
these rebates. If you are inclined to search the web and
shop, take a look at their website.

SCRIP: Don’t forget about the many S$crip we carry,
conveniently listed on the order form here in the bulletin.
We can also ORDER many others. Please see the
Scrip card volunteers for a listing either before or after
Masses or call the office.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS is a new diocesan
initiative for older adults, ages 55 and older in Berks and
southern Schuylkill County. The program will provide
non-medical, in-home volunteer assistance with the likes
of providing companionship, assisting with chores, light
housekeeping, letter writing, reading, and transportation.
If you are an older adult in need of services or a volunteer
if you might like to be a friendly visitor, please contact
Catholic Charities at 610-376-7144 of

Ifavinger@allentowndiocese.org
;??/‘\7\' meeting for HF '12 will be held on

" Tuesday, January 17th at 7:30PM. New
committee members and ideas are welcome. HF returns to

a Friday and Saturday event this year. The dates are
October 5 and 6. Mark your calendars now.

HARVEST FEST '12: The first planning

NEW YEAR'S DAY DINNER of pork and sauerkraut will be
served at St. John Lutheran Church, Hamburg, 11:30 -
3:30PM. Adults $8, children $4; call June at 610-562-
4440.

Thanks to the following bulletin sponsor:
COVENANT HOME CARE Health & Hospice Agency

570-385-5522—www.covenanthc.org

CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS TO CELEBRATE DIOCESE’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY AT COCKTAIL EVENT: The Diocese
of Allentown’s Office of Young Adult Ministry is
inviting Catholics between the ages of 22 and 34 to a free
cocktail party at the Allentown Art Museum on Sat., Jan.
14 from 7 to 11PM. The event is the young adult
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Diocese’s
founding. The Art Museum is located at 31 North 5th
Street in Allentown. To get on the guest list, click on the
Diocese’s young adult website at www.adoyyam.com or
call Abbie Langsdorf at 610-289-800, ext. 235.

ADULT FAITH EDUCATION: BIBLE STUDY: Monday,
December 26, 8 PM (follows 7 PM devotions); Next
Adult Education & RCIA session is Wed., Jan. 11

ATLOOK AT 2012: <

&) Feb 24, Mar 16 & Apr 6: HN Lenten Fish Fry

(&) Dinners

@ March 2, 9, 23, and 30: WG Lenten Food Faire

March 8:Ministerium Lenten Series at St. Mary
Mar 3l/Apr I: Palm Sunday, HNS Easter Flower

Q

S Sale
& April I: Palm Sunday, WG Easter Egg Hunt,
() 12noon
() May 12:First Communion, I0AM
May 18, 19, 20: Forty Hours
& May 26/27: Spring Flower Sale
& June 15: Parish Golf Tournament
&) July 14-WG Flea Market
() July 23-26: Vacation Bible School
Aug 12: Parish Picnic
() Aug
Aug 26: HNS Breakfast, Ave Maria Hall
S Sept 8/9: Stewardship Fair Weekend
Sept 13: HNS Men of St. Mary Steak Fry
Q oct 5/6:Harvest Fest '12
&) November 17-WG Christmas Bazaar
() December I: HNS Spaghetti Supper
December 8: WG Breakfast with Santa
S December 15: Live Nativity
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The best of all gifts around amny
Christmas tree: the presence of a
happy family all wrapped up in each

other.
—@urton Hillis




Parish Information

BAPTISM: administered Sundays at 12:00
noon. Call the pastor to arrange. Families must be
registered and practicing for at least 3 months. Par-
ents are to attend an informational session. Catholic
sponsors (at least 16 yrs. old) must practice the faith
and need a letter of eligibility from the home parish.

MARRIAGE: Contact the pastor at least 6 months prior to
the desired date. Bride or groom must be registered and
practicing the faith for at least 6 months.

CARE OF THE SICK for Homebound: Please notify
the office of aged, seriously ill or infirmed persons de-
siring Holy Communion and/or Anointing of the Sick at
home.

HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES: When a
family member is admitted, please notify the parish
office.

SPONSOR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION for
Baptism or Confirmation will be issued only to practic-
ing parishioners who are members for at least 3
months.

CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: PREP
classes (Pre K - grade 8) Sunday mornings. Contact
Mrs. Cordier or the parish office, or e-maill
StMaryPREP@aol.com

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Depending on location, our
parishioners might attend any number of Catholic ele-
mentary schools or Catholic high schools. Contact
the pastor regarding the parish subsidy policy for stu-
dents attending Catholic schools or for further infor-
mation.

RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a
program for those preparing for Baptism, reception
into the Catholic Church, or for those Catholics who
are lacking one of the Sacraments of Initiation or who
wish to return to the Church after an absence or who
wish to learn more about the faith. The program runs
from September until Easter.

MEMBERSHIP and REGISTRATION: New members
are to arrange to meet with the pastor. Membership
involves a commitment to the life of the parish through
regular participation spiritually and with one's time,
talent and treasure.

For CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE NUMBER or
if you are MOVING, please notify the parish office.

BULLETIN DEADLINES: All announcements are to
be submitted in writing or by email to StMaryHam-
burg@aol.com by the Sunday of the week prior to
publication.

NEWSLETTER is published with 3 seasonal issues:
November (for Advent & Christmas), February (for
Lent, Easter & Spring), and August (for Fall events
and news). Deadlines for information is the 10th day
of the months listed.

MEMORIAL FUND: Memorial gifts may be made to
the parish in memory of deceased loved ones.

WILLS AND BEQUESTS: Consider designating
your parish in your last will and testament or living
trust so that the blessings the Lord has given you
may continue to build His Kingdom.

Directory of Parish
Ministries & Services:

Altar Ministers: Fr. Cieniewicz
Bulletin (weekly): Laura Ludovici

(StMaryHamburg@aol.com)
Catholic Charities:

Reading or Kutztown Office: 610-376-7144
Pottsville Office: 570-628-0466

Cemetery: John Driscoll
Children’s Choir: Deacon Harry Gordon
Choir & Music Ministry: Robert Lesnefsky
Facilities Manager: George Homolo
Greeters / Ministers of Hospitality: Phina Bodock
Guitar Group: Tony LaMastra
Holy Name Society: Office
Knights of Columbus: Rod Shappell
Lifeline of Berks County: 610-374-8545
Newsletter: seasonal issues in August, November,
and February: stmaryhamburg@aol.com
Parish Council: Fr. Cieniewicz
Parish Nurse: Susan Walley
Prayer Chain: Maryrose Rollins, 610-762-0087
PREP/Religious Education: Brenda Cordier
RENTAL INFO (Pavilion & Ave Maria Hall): Parish Office
$CRIP Website: www.glscrip.com or call office
Taste & See (Mercy meals): Mary Alice Kuhns
Ushers: Ed Burns
Women’s Guild: Phina Bodock
Youth Ministry: Office

VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR

The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone who,
as a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or
employee/volunteer of the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians,
children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and
encouraged to contact the Diocese of Allentown for more
information about this program. The fullness of compassion
should be extended to these victims of the Church.




