





LIFE THOUGHT - Today's readings bring

us a “tale of two widows,” both of which

gave when they had every human reason not

to do so. The widow in the first reading

prepared something for Elijah although she
didn't have enough for herself and her son. The widow in
the Gospel passage gave all her savings. The Lord's
prophet reassured the first widow; the Lord himself
praised the second.

We, the Church, are not widowed. The Bridegroom is
with us, and it is from him that we draw the courage to be
generous - not just with food and money, but also with
our witness to the Gospel, and with our taking of risks for
building a world of justice and a culture of life. In
fighting for the unborn, we are defending those who are
losing their very lives - and therefore all the goods and
rights they might possess in life. What we risk losing for
defending them is little to nothing in comparison.

PRO-LIFE BERKS gathers each Tuesday from 8AM
until 12noon at Planned Parenthood in Reading to pray
and offer sidewalk counseling about pro-life alternatives
to abortion. For more information call 610-375-3395.

HEALTH TEAM HIGHLIGHTS: A recent

study suggests that eating fish a few times a

week may reduce the risk of dementia by as

much as 19 percent. It's even better if you
substitute that fish for some of the red meat in your
diet. --Realage.com

UPCOMING DEADLINES: NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE for the December - January - February
edition is this Friday, November 13. Organizations and
committees are asked to provide the news and updates of
their respective activities.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORTS for the December 2
meeting are due on Friday, November 20 (before the
upcoming Thanksgiving holiday).

THANKSGIVING FOOD BANK DONATIONS: This
is St. Mary's big donation of the year! The number of
needy families has grown increasingly due to people out
of work. Donations of every kind of nonperishable food
are desperately needed so that these people can have a
happy holiday. Please be as generous as you can.
Donations can be made the weekends of Nov. 7th & 8th
and again on Nov. 14th & 15th. Thank you for your
concern and help.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES needs sponsors to provide a
Thanksgiving Dinner for needy Berks families. Food
may be delivered to the Catholic Charities office at 400
Washington St., Reading by noon on Mon., Nov. 23. Call
their office at 610-376-7144. Cash donations & grocery
gift cards are also welcomed and can be mailed.

LITURGY AND THE FLU: The Bishops is-
sued the following directives for the celebra-
tion of the Sacred Liturgy and for flu preven-
tion: The exchange of the sign of peace is to be
offered without any physical contact. If the
celebrant chooses to include the sign of peace,
the faithful should bow or wave to the persons
nearby, instead of shaking hands. This directive regarding
physical contact with others should also be considered
with regard to holding hands during the Lord's Prayer.
Also, consider receiving Holy Communion in the hand.
When numerous people receive Communion on the
tongue, the danger of spread of flu germs increases
greatly.

ALL SOULS DAY intentions are remembered within a
novena of Masses throughout the month. May our
departed loved ones rest in peace.

ANNULMENT INFORMATION: An information night
on the annulment process will be held Monday,
November 9 from 7 - 8:30PM at Assumption BVM
Parish, Bethlehem. The presentation will be given by
Msgr. Thomas Koons of the Diocesan Tribunal. All are
welcome. For further information contact Deacon Bill
Urbine at 610-289-8900.

ALL SOULS and VETERANS DAY: The
"eleventh day of the eleventh month" was
chosen for the armistice that ended the Great
War in 1918. Most European nations and
Canada observe this day as "Memorial Day"
for those killed in war. This observance is
really an extension of All Souls Day, very much within
the context of the Catholic keeping of November in
memory of our beloved dead. We remember our departed
loved ones. May they rest in peace.
And, to our Veterans, thank you! May we all strive to
live in peace!

HARVEST FEST: The wrap-up meeting for

HF '09 (and initial discussion of HF '10) will

be held this Tuesday, November 10 at

7:30PM (following 7 PM Mass). All are
welcome.

HUNGRY? We carry S$crip for the

following local restaurants:  Cracker

Barrel, Blue Mountain Restaurant, The

Westy Bar & Grill, Arby’s, Burger King,

Dunkin’ Donuts, Pizza Hut, Subway,

Taco Bell/Long John Silver’s, &
Wendy’s and our newest participant, FIORE’S
RISTORANTE in Shoemakersville. Satisfy your hunger
AND help our Building Fund!




PREP CALENDAR:

Sunday, Nov. 8: Catechist Mtg., 12Noon
Sunday, Nov. 22: 1st Reconciliation for
Grade 3, after the 10:45AM Mass

Sunday, Nov. 29: No Class, Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, Dec. 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
Confirmation Class Mass, 7PM

Saturday, Dec. 12: Live Nativity, St. Mary Pavilion, 6

& 7PM
m of 5, Monday, Nov 9, 8 - 9:15 PM;
and KEY CONCEPTS OF FAITH
MINI-COURSE - Mary & the Communion of Saints,
Week 6 of 6, Wednesday, Nov 11, 7 - 8:30 PM
Next week: NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW, week
3 of 5, Monday, Nov 16, 8 - 9:15 PM; and JESUS
CHRIST- SACRAMENTAL PRESENCE Mini-Course:
Resurrection & Everlasting Life, Week 1 of 6, Wed, Nov
18,7 - 8:30 PM

Religious

Education

ADULT EDUCATION ~ RCIA ~
CATECHIST COURSES: All are
welcome. This week: NEW
TESTAMENT OVERVIEW, week 2

FOR FUN: The teacher asked Maria to go to the map
and find North America. Maria promptly marched up to
the wall map and correctly pointed and proudly
exclaimed, "Here it is." The teacher promptly approved of
her answer. The teacher then said, "Now class, who
discovered America?" The class promptly responded in
one voice, "Maria."

BVM PILGRIM STATUE: Nov 7-14: G&L Miller; Nov
14-21: P Hume; Nov 21-28: M Dinich. Please call the
next host family on the schedule as a courtesy reminder.

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
SERVICE, Sponsored by the
Northern Berks Ministerium, will be
held on Sunday, November 22 at
7PM at the Bridge Church on Old 22.
Special guests to include the Teen
Challenge Choir. Refreshments will be served following
the service. All are invited to join in this community
effort to express thanks to God for all His blessings.

A COMMON HEART - Interreligious Dialogue
gathering will be held at the Bernardine Franciscan
Conference Center at Alvernia University on Wednesday,
November 11, 7PM. The dialogue will include
representatives from the religious descendants of
Abraham, our Father in Faith - Catholic Christian,
Jewish, and Islamic faiths. Doors open at 6:30 for all to
enjoy art displays representing these faith communities.
For more information, visit www.icorpa.org of call St.
Benedict Catholic Church at 610-856-1006.

PRAY FOR DECEASED PRIESTS: Nov 8: Msgr.
Francis Revak (2005); Nov 9: Rev. Edward Connelly
(1992), Rev. John Ondic (2007); Nov 10: Rev. Joseph
McGovern (1964), Rev. Bruno Kucment (1966); Nov 11:
Rev. Michael Holly (1968); Nov 12: Rev. James Stilwell
(1992)

ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY of Berks County, an
organization of Catholic attorneys, will hold its annual
Red Mass on Monday, November 9th at Holy Rosary
Church, Reading. Msgr. Andrew Baker, pastor of the
Cathedral Parish will be the homilist. A reception will
follow in the parish hall. Judges, lawyers, government
officials and community leaders, and parishioners are
invited to attend.

SURVIVING GRIEF THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS
will be held here at St. Mary TODAY, Nov. 8 at 2PM.
Doors will open at 1:30PM. Speaker will be Mary
Timko, who has been speaking on the subject of grief for
over sixteen years. Light refreshments will be served.

HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL: On Sun.,
Nov. 22 will hold their annual Christmas Breakfast with
Santa from 8AM until Noon. The cost is $6/adult and $4/
child.  Breakfast includes: eggs, sausage, bacon,
pancakes, french toast, assorted pastries & beverages.

HOLY NAME ICE HOCKEY will be offering Learn to
Skate and Learn to Play Hockey programs for all
ages. Nine one-hour sessions will be held at the Body
Zone for $100. The first session starts Sat., Nov. 14,
6:45AM - 7:45AM & ends Sat., Jan. 23. All Learn to
Skate participants will receive a Holy Name Ice Hockey t-
shirt & all Learn to Play Hockey participants will receive
a Holy Name Ice Hockey jersey. For additional info.
contact Michele Rivera, slapshot35@comcast.net or 610-
921-5440.

DO YOU GOOGLE? Do you regularly search the
internet using a search engine such as Google? If you do,
just by switching your search engine to Goodsearch.com
you can easily earn money for St. Mary! Go to
goodsearch.com & in the prompt, type in ST MARY
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (Hamburg, PA) &
continue on with your search. Goodsearch is powered by
Yahoo. The church will earn $0.01 for each search.

“The widow of Zarephath had only a handful
of flour and a little oil, but made a little cake
for Elijah.” —1 Kings 17:10-16

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK:
SETON MANOR
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
Orwigsburg, PA—570-366-7400
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Mark your calendar for our annual Women’s Guild Christmas Bazaar to be &
4 held Saturday, November 21 in the Ave Maria Hall!  We're introducing a &
4 new service this year: Kids Christmas Craft Corner. While moms & dads 4
*shop the Bazaar, children from tots to ten years will be entertained in a
PREP classroom with adult supervision. The Bazaar benefits the church

# building fund. *
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* CHRISTMAS BAZAAR CRAFT VENDOR TABLES: Vendor Tables are *

available for reservation & may be booked by calling Edna Rumbold at
Y 610-756-6303. Many vendors are making reservations now! Pass this in-
Y formation on to friends in the craft business. Don’t miss this opportunity Y
& to reserve your table and help determine the location you will occupy.

# THEME GIFT BASKETS ARE BACK AGAIN THIS YEAR: Help make %
i our Bazaar a huge success by contributing or sponsoring a basket in your

family’s name! The baskets will be on display for raffle with values rang-
& ing from $25 to $35. Contact Stephanie Menapace at 610-488-6278 to re-
4 serve your gift basket “theme” now. Also, theme suggestions & additional &
4 info. are available by calling Stephanie.

*CHRISTMAS COOKIE TABLE: Ladies, dust off your favorite cookie
recipes! Donations of homemade Christmas cookies & other baked goods
4 are needed for the Bazaar. Our “Cookie Table” is always a highlight of the &
4 Bazaar, popular with all our customers! If you attended the Bazaar last 4
year, you know that we ran out of cookies, which was a huge disappoint- ¥ 3
ment to everyone! Marianne Blauser, Chairperson.

4 BAZAAR KITCHEN IS OPEN: We'll be serving our delicious
4 homemade fare of soups & sandwiches, desserts, & beverages.
# Donations to our menu are needed and will be greatly appreci-

ated! Contact Lois & Ralph Tubiello at 610-756-4133 for more
Y information.
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